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Catholic primary schools to reduce fees in 2021

In an unprecedented move, the South Australian Commission for Catholic Schools (SACCS) will

reduce school fees at every Catholic parish primary school in the state in 2021.

Communities of all South Australian Catholic schools were informed of SACCS’ decision this week
and parents and carers will receive specific information on the level of fee reduction for students by

the end of Term 3.

Chair of SACCS, Professor Denis Ralph, said all schools were being asked to make meaningful
reductions. While the minimum annual reduction would be $100 per student, many would be
substantially higher with most schools expecting a reduction between $300 and $500 per student

per year.

The move is part of a three-year plan to improve the affordability of Catholic education, extending

the fee reductions to Catholic secondary and Reception — Year 12 schools.

“The Commission is acutely aware of the need to ensure high quality outcomes as well as to
continue to support families whose circumstances have been affected by COVID-19. Catholic
education is committed to providing greater accessibility and affordability for all families enrolled, or

considering a Catholic education,” Professor Ralph said.

Vicar General of the Adelaide Catholic Archdiocese, Fr Philip Marshall, in welcoming the
announcement, said the initiative comes at a time when the COVID pandemic is placing increased

financial pressures on many families.

“I'm sure it will be comforting for our families to know that we are working to deliver lower fees in

Catholic primary schools from 2021,” Fr Marshall said.

Dr Neil McGoran, Director Catholic Education SA, said the fee reduction would not impact the

quality of education.



“We will continue providing high-quality education for over 46,000 students, with even more

affordable fees,” he said.

“The fee reductions will be calculated on a school-by-school basis and will take into account each

school’s circumstances and family needs.”

Catholic Education SA will also move to a simpler fee structure with one set fee for tuition and a

reduced fee for lower-income families.

“In the past, some schools have had a range of levies and charges. We are moving to simplified

fee structures that will give parents greater clarity and predictability,” Dr McGoran said.

“As always, there is also the opportunity for any family to discuss their particular financial situation
with the school principal. During the pandemic, we have provided fee remissions to many school
families. We remain committed to providing an opportunity for all students to benefit from a

Catholic education, despite the financial circumstances families may be experiencing.”

This announcement is part of the Making Catholic Schools More Affordable Initiative which will
extend to Diocesan secondary and Reception — Year 12 schools with SACCS working in

partnership with all Catholic schools to explore broader fee reductions over the three-year period.

It follows a reduction in fees from the beginning of 2020 at St Thomas More School in Elizabeth
Park, St Mary Magdalene’s School in Elizabeth Grove, and Catherine McAuley School in
Craigmore.

The Catholic primary schools to benefit in 2021 from the latest decision are listed below:

Note: Primary schools located within an R — 12 Campus will be included in this next phase of

review.

e All Saints Catholic Primary School, SEAFORD

e Antonio School, MORPHETT VALE

e Christ the King School, WARRADALE

e Dominican School, SEMAPHORE

e Emmaus Catholic Primary School, WOODCROFT

e Galilee Catholic School, ALDINGA

e Holy Family Catholic School, PARAFIELD GARDENS
¢ Immaculate Heart of Mary School, BROMPTON



Mary MacKillop Memorial School, PENOLA
McAuley Community School, HOVE

Our Lady of Grace School, GLENGOWRIE

Our Lady of Hope School, GREENWITH

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish School, PENNINGTON
Our Lady of the River School, BERRI

Our Lady of the Visitation School, TAPEROO

Our Lady Queen of Peace School, ALBERT PARK
Rosary School, PROSPECT

Saint David's Parish School, TEA TREE GULLY
School of the Nativity, ABERFOYLE PARK

St Albert's School, LOXTON

St Anthony's Catholic Primary School, MILLICENT
St Anthony's School, EDWARDSTOWN

St Augustine's School, SALISBURY

St Barbara’s School, ROXBY DOWNS

St Bernadette's School, ST MARYS

St Brigid's Catholic School, EVANSTON

St Brigid's School, KILBURN

St Catherine's School, STIRLING

St Columba's Memorial School, YORKETOWN

St Francis of Assisi School, NEWTON

St Francis School, LOCKLEYS

St Francis Xavier's Regional Catholic School, WYNN VALE
St Gabriel's School, ENFIELD

St James School, JAMESTOWN

St John Bosco School, BROOKLYN PARK

St John the Apostle Catholic School, CHRISTIES BEACH
St John the Baptist Catholic School, PLYMPTON
St Joseph's Memorial School, NORWOOD

St Joseph's Parish School, GLADSTONE

St Joseph's School, BARMERA

St Joseph's School, CLARE

St Joseph's School, HECTORVILLE

St Joseph's School, KINGSWOOD



e St Joseph's School, MURRAY BRIDGE

o St Joseph's School, OTTOWAY

e St Joseph's School, PAYNEHAM

o St Joseph's School, PETERBOROUGH

e St Joseph's School, RENMARK

e St Joseph's School, TRANMERE

e St Joseph's School, WEST HINDMARSH

e St Margaret Mary's School, CROYDON PARK

e St Martin De Porres School, SHEIDOW PARK

e St Martin's Catholic Primary School, GREENACRES
e St Mary MacKillop School, WALLAROO

e St Mary's Memorial School, GLENELG

e St Monica's Parish School, WALKERVILLE

e St Patrick's School, MANSFIELD PARK

e St Pius X School, WINDSOR GARDENS

e St Raphael's School, PARKSIDE

e St Therese School, COLONEL LIGHT GARDENS
e St Thomas' School, GOODWOOD

e Star of the Sea School, HENLEY BEACH

e Stella Maris Parish School, SEACOMBE GARDENS
e Tenison Woods Catholic School, RICHMOND

e Whitefriars School, WOODVILLE
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