

































































Version 8

Blood Sampling

a Consider the purpose of the sampling- anticoagulants may be required to
prevent the blood sample clotting during or after collection. Heparin dissolved
in saline is the most commonly used substance to prevent clotting.

o Vaccutainer syringes are not recommended for blood collection in small fish,
as amount of suction cannot be controlled and the vein may collapse.

a Weigh fish prior to sampling. No more than 1% of the fishes total body
weight can be taken in a blood sample, with a gap of 14 days between
samples- e.g. fish weight 50g = blood sample volume not exceeding 0.5ml.

a Ensure you have all necessary equipment prepared prior to sampling and are
familiar with the Safe Operating Procedure for administering medication/blood
sampling.
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